
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/SEWER COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 – 6:00 PM – via Zoom 

 

PRESENT: For a complete list of all attendees, please see attached. 

Alan read the Governor’s directive concerning changes to the Open Meeting Law during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Approval of Minutes of the March 10, 2021 meeting: As there were no comments or 

discussion, Neal moved to approve the minutes of the March 10, 20221 meeting as read. The 

motion was seconded by Alan and approved by unanimous vote. 

Ice  House Hill Farm – Farm Function Special Permit Application: Neal moved to open the 

Special Permit Hearing for Ice  House Hill Farm’s Farm Function Special Permit. The motion was 

seconded and approved by unanimous vote. 

Jesse and Alan Turner are the caretakers of Ice  House Hill Farm. She read a prepared statement 

concerning their intentions for the special permit. In addition, a written Policy and Procedure 

was noted as being available. (Please see attached for both) 

Roger voiced his concern about the possibility of noise impacting the neighborhood. Jesse 

outlined the specific provisions that they plan to adhere to for noise abatement and control. In 

addition, the weddings to be held will be limited to 6 hours on one weekend day. This is not the 

Farm’s main business but is intended to provide an extra source of revenue for the upkeep of 

the property. 

A discussion included what kinds of events are planned other than weddings. There will be no 

concerts and they do not plan for live music. The anticipated number of attendees and parking 

availability was discussed along with other details such as dumpsters for clean up and porta 

potties for sanitary uses. A concern about lighting elicited the response that lighting will be 

limited to pathways from the tent to the parking facility and to the bathrooms. The type of 

lighting that will be used is Bistro lighting or Twinkle lights and the lighting inside the tent, all 

directed inward to the property and only lit after dark. 

On the subject of the end-time for events, 11:00 PM was the time the Turners are considering, 

which raised an issue with Richard Burns a near neighbor. He noted that although the event 

maty end at 11:00 PM – by the time people finish saying goodbye, get into their cars and drive 

off and the caterer has cleared away and left, it will be at least 12:00 Midnight. He asked that 

the ending time be looked at further. Jessie responded that all traffic will be directed onto the 

paved road and not onto East Road. 



Holly Stover said that the noise level is not the issue; it’s the repetitive nature of the sound. She 

pointed out that there is no buffer between the farm and its neighbors such as trees to deaden 

the sound. She proposed a one-year trial period to see how things go. 

Christian Hanson said he was in support of the Permit but did note that the time limit for 

Balderdash Cellars limits them to ending by 8:00 PM and a lower decibel level at the property 

line than is included in this new Permit for Ice  House Hill Farm. He wondered if the Town 

should have a single standard that covers all such permits. 

Neal suggested that the petition be approved for a Special Permit variance that will include 

additional limits to those in the current version. Those additions would be that the permit is 

only good for a one-year period, that there will be no live music, that traffic control will direct 

all cars to turn right off the property and will avoid traffic on East Road. In addition, access to 

the property will be from Swamp and Lenox roads as a further means to avoid traffic on East 

Road. 

Discussion continued as to whether a consistent standard should be created and a caveat to be 

aware of the possible “slippery slope” effect of many more such permits being requested. At 

some point, the character of the Town was said to be at risk of changing drastically with a 

proliferation of these permits. 

The Board decided to postpone a decision on approval of this permit request in order to 

consider the long-range impact and to have an opportunity at the next scheduled meeting to 

review the revised application with the above-mentioned additional restrictions. Al moved to 

continue the hearing to the April 14, 2021 meeting. Neal seconded the motion, which was 

carried by unanimous vote 

Parking on Perry’s Peak Road: Jay Morse had advised the Board that despite signage indicating 

that the road had been closed and that no parking was permitted, cars have been parking there 

throughout the winter. He did note that the situation has now been rectified as the road has re-

opened and cars can now park in the parking lot once more. Neal said the Town will deal with 

the issue next summer at a hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Richmond Shore Residents Concerns with New Construction and Sewer Hookups: There was a 

discussion of the buildability or lack thereof of the lots that were recently sold at auction and 

others that remain, particularly in consideration of hookups to the sewer system. The various 

concerns and questions that the issue raised were seen to properly be the purview of a new 

committee comprised of representatives of the Board of Health, The Selectboard, the Con.Com, 

residents of Richmond Shores and the Planning Board. Danielle advised that a new Committee 

will have to be formally created by the Board of Selectmen.  Holly requested that Tom Grizzey 

also be asked to be part of that Committee, given his first-hand knowledge of the sewer system. 

Scholarship Fund Donation of Kenneth and Maria Morray:  The bequest is being held by 

Berkshire Taconic Foundation. Jan Hartford asked that a joint letter of the Scholarship 



Foundation and the Board of Selectmen be sent to Berkshire Taconic to request a release of 

those funds directly to the Scholarship Committee. Roger moved to review the letter which has 

been drafted by the Scholarship Committee, approve and sign it. Neal seconded the motion, 

which was adopted by unanimous consent. 

Approval of Conflict of Interest Form for William Martin: After a brief discussion, Roger moved 

that the Board has determined that the financial interest is not so substantial as to be deemed 

likely to affect the integrity of the service the municipality expects from an employee. The 

motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote. 

Approval of Hiring of Special Counsel: Beth Goodman, the Town’s Attorney, has a conflict with 

regard to the BNRC Zoning Board hearing, which requires that the Town appoint a Special 

Counsel in her absence. Ms. Donna McNichol has acted as a Special Counsel for the Town in the 

past and has done an excellent job. Roger moved that Ms. Donna McNichol be appointed as 

Special Counsel for the BNRC hearing. The motion was seconded by Alan and approved by 

unanimous vote.  

Update on Town Hall Title: Research has been done going back to deeds written in 1796 to 

determine the ownership of Town Hall and the parking area between Town Hall and the 

Richmond Congregational Church. It was determined that in 1900 the Town conveyed a parcel 

of land to the Church which, on the attendant map, refers to Church Lane. At that time, Church 

Lane was located directly between the Church and the Town Hall, not behind it as it appears 

today. That makes it clear that Town Hall sits on Town property and the Church property is 

north of Town Hall.  

There was a discussion of whether an agreement between the two parties (Church and Town 

Hall) as to the ownership of the land would be sufficient to finally establish such ownership 

without resorting to a court action. It was decided to be guided by the lawyers of the two 

parties on that issue. It was noted that at the Annual Town Meeting of 1953, the Town voted to 

lease the property behind the church for $1.00/year in perpetuity. Evidence of that will be 

found in the Annual Town Report of 1953. 

Public Comment: Holly Stover spoke to the condition of East Road, which she believes has been 

expanded over the past few years by the actions of the Town’s plows. She asked that the Road 

Advisory Committee be required to meet on a regular basis and not once or twice a year.  

Danielle advised that she is working with the Highway Superintendent to create a plan to 

restore the Town’s gravel roads with input from the Road Advisory Committee at an Open 

Meeting. 

Jeff Morse asked for an exact measurement of the traffic on Perry’s Peak Road that results from 

the Hollow Fields location. A discussion of various ways to accomplish that reached no decision. 

Danielle suggested that, since the issue was not on the agenda, it be included on the next 

Selectmen’s meeting agenda on April 14th. 



Selectmen’s Matters: There were no issues. 

Next Meeting Dates: Danielle suggested that the Board continue with its regular schedule of 

meetings, which would be April 14th and April 28th. In May, the Baby Town Meeting will take 

place on May 8th and the Annual Town Meeting will be held on May 19th. Board of Selectmen’s 

meetings in May would be scheduled on May 12th and 26th. All meeting dates were acceptable 

to the members of the Board. 

Danielle then advised that Bids are in for the Dublin Road Project and are expected to be 

awarded by the end of May. Construction is anticipated to be complete before December. 

There being no further business before the Board, Allan moved to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion was seconded by Neal and adopted by unanimous consent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Alan Hanson, Chair 



 

  

List of Attendees at March 24th  BOS Meeting 
         
        Claudia Ryan                                     MM Iphone 
        Danielle Fillio                                    Peter Miller 
        Alan Hanson                                      Phil Cohen 
        Roger Manzolini                               Richard Byrnes 
        Neal Pilson                                         Ron Veillette 
        Angela Garrity                                   Thomas ? 
        Jesse & Alan Turner 
        Alison Cole 
        Amy Dean 
        Aruni Futuronsky 
        Bob Gniadek 
        Brad Felix 
        Christian Hanson 
        Clarence Fanto-Berkshire Eagle 
        Dick Stover 
        Doreen Donovan 
        Dre Walt 
        Harley Keisch 
         Greg & Jill Rawlings 
         Holly Stover 
         J. Morse 
        Jacklyn ? 
        Jamie Grossman 
        Jan Hartford 
        Jon Adelman 
        L. Iphone 
        Maureen Boisvert 
        Michelle Potash 
        Miles Garfinkle   


